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REMARKS 

Claim 1-2 and 4-8 are pending in the present application. Claim 1 is independent. By 
this reply, claim 3 has been canceled and claims 5-8 have been added. 



Drawing Objection 

The drawings have been objected to because certain reference numerals are not 
mentioned in the description. Accordingly, the specification has been amended to include these 
reference numerals. Such amendments do not add new matter. Accordingly, the drawing 
objections should be withdrawn. 



Disclosure Objection 

The disclosure has been objected to because of certain minor informalities. The 
Disclosure has been reviewed and revised to correct these informalities and also to update the 
status of related applications mentioned on page 1 of the application. Accordingly, the objection 
to the disclosure should be withdrawn. 



35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph Rejection 

Claim 3 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 
To expedite prosecution, claim 3 has been canceled. Accordingly, the rejection is moot and 
should be withdrawn. 



15 



ADM/EHC/adt:sld 



Application No.: 10/677,382 



Docket No.: 0020-5 185P 



35 U.S.C. $103 Rejection 

Claim 1, 2 and 4 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bando et al. in view of Yamazaki et al. (U.S. Patent 5,700,713). This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Without acquiescing to the Examiner's allegations made in rejecting these claims, to 
expedite prosecution, Applicants would like to submit a verified English translation of the 
Japanese priority document number P08-244339 filed in Japan on September 17, 1996. Since the 
filing date (September 17, 1996) of this Japanese priority document, to which the present 
application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19, falls prior to the relevant data (November 29, 
1996) of the Bando et al. reference, the filing of the English translation of this Japanese priority 
document disqualifies the Bando et al. reference as a § 102 reference. The verified English 
translation will be filed shortly. Please contact the undersigned if the Examiner has not received 
this translation when he is ready to act on this case. Thus, the rejection is improper and should be 
withdrawn. 



New Claims 

Claims 5-8 depend from claim 1 and are thus allowable for at least the same reasons that 
claim 1 is allowable as discussed above. These new claims are fully supported by the original 
disclosure. 



CONCLUSION 
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For the foregoing reasons and in view of the above clarifying amendments, the Examiner 
is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw all of the objections and rejections of 
record, and an early issuance of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 

Should there be any matters which need to be resolved in the present application, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Esther H. Chong (Registration No. 40,953) at the 
telephone number of the undersigned below. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Dated: July 7, 2005 Respectfully stfbfiiitted, 




Andre 

Registration No.: 32,868 
BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Rd 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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